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Pine (family Pinaceae), a conifer 
evergreen grows in the cold temperature 
regions all over the world. Most 
species have thick, rough barks with 
needle shaped leaves and edible seeds. 

One particular species, Cathaya 
Pine, is native to the northern 
mountains of China. Struggling against 
the harsh climates and terrains, it is 
found sporadically clinging onto 
boulders and rock formations. Its 
ability to live over a thousand years 
has become a symbol of unconformity and 
endurance, a characteristic which is 
highly admired by orientals. 


Interestingly, Pine Valley is 
pronounced Coo-Per in Chinese. Like the 
evergreen, Cooper Union is an 


educational institute that is truly 


unique and everlasting. 
Remember this: Next time someone 


asks what school you attend, tell him 
proudly in Chinese: GS ina Pine Valley. 
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PETER COOPER WAS A PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER 
by 
Lawrence J. Hollander, PE, Associate Dean 


The Cooper Union School of Engineering 


The American Society of Civil 


Engineers (ASCE) has adopted the 
profession is the 


of 


definition chat ‘a 


pursuit of a learned art in a spirit 


public service. ASCE states further that 


a profession 1S a calling in which 


special knowledge and skill are used ina 
distinctly intellectual plane in the 
service of Fankind: and in which the 
successful expression of creative ability 
and application of professional knowledge 
are the primary rewards. There is 
implied the application of the highest 
standards of excellence in the 
performance of services. 

Following the American Revolutionary 


War, Peter Cooper's father established 4 
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hat manufactory; this business was where 
Peter learned manufacturing; he remained 
in the business until he could make every 
part of the hat. For a single year, 
Peter attended school for half of each 
day; that was all the schooling that he 
had. But, his further education 
consisted of apprenticeship, first in 
coach-making at the age of seventeen; 
here he developed his education in 
machine design. From then until his 
early twenties, Peter worked in 
manufacturing, developing skills in the 
manufacture of patent machines, glue, 
oil, whiting, prepared chalk, isinglass, 
rolling iron and making wire. In his 
thirties and forties, he continued the 
pursuit of his learned art, designing the 
first locomotive engine, and the 
manufacture of railroad iron. 

In his works, Peter Cooper followed 


the highest standard of excellence, and 
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was devoted to public service, serving 
the following, to name but a few: 


New York, Newfoundland, and London 
Telegraph Company (President) 


Atlantic Telegraph Company 
(Honorary Director) 

American Telegraph Company 
(President) 

North American Telegraph 


Association (President) 
New York Common Council (Member) 
Public School Society (Trustee) 


Board of Education (School 
Commissioner) 


In summary, Peter Cooper was. not 


only the embodiment of the adopted 


definition of a professional, but he also 


upheld the nineteenth century version of 


the fundamental Principles of the Code of 


Ethics of engineers promulgated by the 


Accreditation Board for Engineering and 


Technology (ABET), as we understand them 


today: "Engineers uphold and advance 


the integrity, honor and dignity of the 
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engineering profession by: 1) using their 
knowledge and skill for the enhancement 
of human welfare; 2) being honest and 
impartial and serving with fidelity the 
public, their employers and clients; 3) 
striving to increase the competence and 
prestige of the engineering profession; 
4) and supporting the professional and 
technical societies of their 
disciplines." 

Thus, it may be said that Peter 


Cooper was a professional engineer. 
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Cold War 


look beyond battlefield, 
eyes hide behind dark bodies, 
the war has world begun. 


cold sweat melts the weak, 
rocks sit in the scenery, 
eyes never cease looking. 


eyes converge on the world, 
strength shows an empty face, 
the world has sweetened life. 


cracked ice upon a fallen fawn, 
timeless down has no warmth, 
deep sleep might shake the world. 


guns are loaded and ready, 


life might shatter rocks, 
death beneath the smog. 


Anonymous 





A Chinese Boy's Treasury 
by Chin Wah Yung 


O 


Once upon a tine, there lived a () 


Chinese boy who found quite a sum of money 
in the Treasury. Being a smart kid, he put 
the money in the bank. However, the money 


never stayed long enough to collect any 


interest. He had to support a relative and 
a friend with their volleyball career. 

Things got better though. With a 
little help from a wacky person, he began 
to make profits. This made the boy very 
happy because he could now collect the 
interest from the bank. 

But disaster struck. On Chinese New 
Year, the boy lost all the money in_ the 
bank. Eventually, he became in debt -- 
what could this poor boy do? 

Luckily, he was relieved of this 


burden. He certainly learned his lesson -- 


never touch money from the Treasury again. 
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"CHOP SUEY," CHINESE OR AMERICAN? 
by Rengiu Yu..._—“ (‘CSC 


Copyright 1985 by Rengiu Yu [This 
article is a condensed version of apn 
essay which will appear in the 
forthcoming Chinese Historical Society 
of America "Occasional Papers" #1 (San 
Francisco, 1986) ] 


For many Americans, their most 
popular Chinese dish may be chop suey. 
What is chop suey? And what are its 
origins? There are many very 
interesting stories abaout the origins 
of chop suey in America. One common 
folk story goes that in 1896, Li 
Hongzhang (Li Hung chang] the special 
envoy of the chinese emperor, came to 
visit the United States after attending 
the coronation of the Russian Czar 


Nicholas II. He was accorded a_ grand 
reception. Sumptuous feasts and ban- 
quets were held in his honor. However, 


this high-ranking mandarin had never 
developed an appetite for western foods, 
and he preferred to go to Chinatown to 
enjoy Chinese food. The dish he liked 
most was chop suey, which after being 
widely reported on by American 
journalists, became the best known 
Chinese dish among Americans. 


In written materials, this story 
first appeared inthe famous Chinese 
scholar Liang Qichao's Xindalu You)? 
published in 1904, seven years after 
Li's visit to New York. In this 
account, Liang stated that Li went to 
Chinatown restaurants to eat and wae 
always followed by curious journalists: 
They asked the waiters what the names © 
some of his dishes were. Not know1ng 
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the English names, the waiters simply 
Said it was "chop suey". 


According to J. S. Tow's The Real 
Chinese in America, published in 1923, 
Li Hongzhang became the one who gave the 
name to chop suey and that the dish was 
not of Chinese origin. In the 1930's 
and 1950's, the story was repeated and 
elaborated. Now chop suey was’. defined 
as “a mixture of leftovers." Finally, 
in the early 1970's, the story was told 
in an almost completely different way. 
One article published in a Canadian 
Chinese-language newspaper sets the chop 
Suey story in San Francisco. The mayor 
of San Francisco called in all the 
famous Chinese chefs to. prepare a 
banquet welcoming Li Hongzhang. But he 
was disappointed to see that Li was 
reluctant to touch the dishes, following 
his doctor's advice not to have Oily 
food on account of his stomach. A smart 
Old chef immediately returned to the 
kitchen and put some leftovers together 
and presented this special dish to Li. 
The envoy was pleased and he obviously 
liked it because it was a mixture of the 
best ingredients of all the dishes. The 
mayor was relieved and excitedly asked 
the old chef the name of this mysterious 
dish. The chef casually replied, "It is 
chop suey." Thereafter chop suey was 
known throughout North America. 


Once chop suey was defined as a 
"mixture of leftovers", another popular 
version of the origin-story emerged. 
According to Calvin Lee, author of 
Flower Drum song, "In the 1860's, very 
late one night, some hungry looking 
Californian miners went looking for 
food. The only place still open was a 
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tiny Chinese restaurant which had ney 

served occidentals before. The Lites: 
Chinese man who doubled as waiter Rha 
cook was ready to close up but bein 
unable to communicate with his strange 
customers and furthermore being much 
smaller than the large, powerful 
looking, hungry miners, he threw 
together what was leftover and served 
it. The men loved it and asked what the 


dish was called." The Chinese man told 
them it was "chop suey", meaning "a 
miscellany". These stories are _ 50 


fascinating and fun, that few people 
have bothered to check what chop suey 
means in Chinese. 


Chop suey is the Cantonese 
pronunciation of "za sui" in Putonghua 
(or Mandarin, the standard Chinese 
dialect). Literally, chop [f/f] means 
"different", and suey [## ] means 
"nieces". It is a common word in 
Chinese, and it simply refers to organ 
meats (stomach, intestines, gizzards, 
etc.). Being inhabitants or 7,an 
agricultural society for several 
thousand years, Chinese people did not 
waste any part of their livestock oF 


poultry. Organ meats have always been 
used in the, aaily drier. Over the 
centuries, scores of delicious ways to 
cook these ingredients have been 
invented. The end result? Chop suey: 
Scores of dishes are made out of chop 
suey. Chow or "fried" chop suey and 
chop suey soup are probably the most 


common dishes served in all _ kinds of 
restaurants throughout China. 

. The chop suey served in most 
Chinese American restaurants, however, 
is quite different. The name remains, 
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but the ingredients used are 
substantially changed. Organ meats are 
no longer used. They are replaced by 
different kinds of meat. The definition 
has been revised to "chop finely, l.e., 
to hash" or as "a mixture, a little of 
this and a little of that". Furthermore, 
it has been asserted by Chinese 
Americans and Americans that chop’ suey 
was not of Chinese origin, but a mere 
invention of the Chinese American's keen 
intelligence. 


According to the accounts of an 
early Chinese American journalist, «© Wong 
Chin Foo, chop suey had been a popular 
dish in New York's Chinatown at least 
eight years before Li Hongzhang's visit. 
In an article published in 1888, Wong 


records, "A staple dish for the Chinese 
gourmand is Chow Chop Suey, a mixture of 
chicken livers and gizzards, bamboo 


buds, pig tripe, fungi, and bean sprouts 
stewed with spices. The gravy of this is 
poured into the bowl of rice with some 
[sauce that was the _ prototype for 
Worcestershire], making a delicious 
seasoning to the favorite grain." Louis 
Beck also noted the dish Chop Suey Kiang 
as being made up of "Giblets and Pork 
Fried" in his book New York Chinatown 
published in 1898. 


These records seem to suggest that 
when Chinese first opened restaurants 1n 
New York, they used the recipe that they 
brought from China and cooked chop suey 
in a purely Chinese way. Why they 
changed the recipe will be discussed 
later in the paper. 


Did Li Eat Chop Suey in America? 
The historical evidence suggests 


( ...econtinued on pg 20 ) 
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questions 


i just think too much 
the thought of departure 
makes my heart tremble 
fills my eyes with tears 


your presence gives me joy 
all my griefs disappear 

your innocence makes me young 
your happiness keeps me sane 


what can be done when you do no wrong 
cause i cant see any wrong in you 

when you leave you leave with my heart 
your presence goes and the pain will grow 
im a prisoner locked by my love for you 


will i love again, can i love another 
without love there is no life 


can you give me love 
oris*there Iove at«all 


Anonymous 
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Express Stop 
by Carey Ngai 


For the second straight year, the 
C.S.A. entered a strong team for the 
intramural softball league. Team name, 
"Express", proved to be appropriate as 
aggressive base running and hitting 
paved the way toa 3 and 1 regular 
Season record and a playoff spot for the 
second year in a row. 

Paul Cheng, the anchor of the 
infield at shortstop, showed why he was 
so valuable to the team. Although known 
for his adventurous throws to firstbase, 
he provided some dazzling plays. He was 
also helped by the strong play of Paul 
Wong at firstbase. Jay Okon, a new 
comer to the team provided the team with 
a good glove at thirdbase and a strong 
bat as well. A platoon system at 
secondbase rounded out the infield, 4° 


Ben Liu and Chung Ng shared the job. 
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Led by team captain, Carey Ngai, 


the "Express" hada solid outfield as 
well. With Sal Eng in leftfiela@ ana 
Bill Lai or Norman Ng in rightfield, the 


"Express" had a combination of good 


gloves, speed and strong arms in the 
outfield. Much of the team's success 
can be attributed to strong team 
defense: an asset which improved 


dramatically in the past few years. 
Strong pitching by Kin On Kong and 
clutch hitting by the team led to an 
optimistic attitude. We hope to 
continue this optimism through the 
following year. We also hope to attract 
new players to take the place of 
graduating players. With a blend of old 
players and new talent, the upcoming 


season should be very promising. 


TOCK ence ek 


Across the floor... 
feel the eyes... 
passion without end. 
Get a drink! 

Go after her? 

The risks too high 


She stands around... 
takes a look... 

not too much. 

Make me sure! 

Took one more... 
she's on my mind 


Down the hall, 

head up high, 

goes on by, 

don't even look, 
hide a face, 

take a glance, why? 


Got no reasons. 
Sure I do! 
Can't figure both. 


set things straight. 
Take a chance!?. 


I know I'm MAD!! 


Haunting words, 

liker's stutter, 

can't say it, why? 

Tried to make some sense. 
Look what you've done! 

Lost passion... lost hope... 


How are leg 
They're 0. K. 
they're pretty bad. 
What's the odds? 
Two to one? 


Not too good... 
D. B. Late 
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"Chop Suey" 

( .«.e-continued from pg 13 ) 
that Li Hongzhang did not eat this’ food 
in America. First of all, Li never 
visited San Francisco or Chicago, the 
location of another version of the Li 
Hongzhang chop suey story. Second, there 
is no documentary evidence that Li 
promoted chop suey to Americans. If he 
had mentioned chop suey, it is 
doubtful that the detail-hunting 
journalists would miss the opportunity 
to report on it. (Afterall, even a 
stomachache was reported.) Finally, the 
story that Li missed Chinese food 650 
much that he went to Chinatown to seek 
homemade food is also unlikely. Li 
brought three cooks with him, and they 
made meals for him everyday. 


If no evidence can be found to 
Support the story of Li Hongzhang first 
tasting chop suey in the United States, 
why did Americans and Chinese Americans 
attach his name to the dish? There is 
good reason to suppose that Chinese 
Americans intended to exploit Li's 
reputation in developing their 
restaurant business. 


Li's visit to the United States 
aroused tremendous curiosity among 
American citizens about Chinese culture 
and Chinese people. Li, as Governor 
General of Zili and the Beiyang 
Tongshang Dachen (Minister-Superinten- 
dent of Trade of North china), was an 
important figure handling China's 
foreign affairs from the 1870's on. He 
had extensive contacts with American 
politicians, diplomats, and mission- 
aries. Just a few years before his 
visit to America, several articles 
appeared in American magazines 
introducing him to the American people. 


One result of the curiosity that 
Li's visit produced was that thousands 
of New Yorkers flooded into Chinatown. 
All the Chinese stores were doing good 
business during Li's stay. Even Mayor 
William L. Strong paid a visit, probably 
his first, to Chinatown. 


Moreover, Americans were fascinated 
by Li's cooks and the foods they made. 
For example, the New York Times 
reported, "For the first time in the 
history of the Waldorf, Chinese chefs 
have prepared Chinese dishes in Chinese 
pots, pans, and skillets. And the dishes 
they have cooked have created more 
curiosity and consternation than the 
presence of the great Viceroy himself. 








The Invention of Chinese American Chop 
Suey 

American people's curiosity about 
Chinese food, aroused by Li's visit, 
apparently provided a golden opportunity 
for Chinese American restauranteurs to 
expand their clientele. Harsh racist 
antagonism severly limited the types of 
occupations Chinese could pursue. 
Restaurant signs, up until the 1890'S, 
were in Chinese in the metropolitan 
area. They borrowed Li's name and 
advertised that Li's favorite dish was 
Chop suey. Althought Li never ate pr 
Suey in America, his visit indirec “ya 
helped the development of: the Chine 
American restaurant industry. 


Available historical gaecomen 
reveal that in the late 1880'S, a 
were 8 "thriving" Chinese eee ee 7 
Ten years later, 11 were recorde thers 
ranked "first class" and AOU oy Only 
Said to be "second or lower ciharepatiie 
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a few years after Li's visit, around 
1902-1903, chop suey houses flourished 
in Chicago, Philadelphia, Washington 
Ds'Cs% Boston, Pittsburg, and other 
cities. In New York City alone, 300-400 
were recorded. 


Louis Beck's New York Chinatown 
also listed another "Chop Suey" besides 
the "Chop Suey Kiang" cited earlier. 
This was described as "a hash of pork 
with celery, onion, bean sprouts", etc. 
How can this dual entry be explained? 
The real chop suey might bother many 
potential white customers because it 
contained such things as intestines and 
stomach. It's plausible that enterpri- 
sing cooks changed the kinds of meat 
used in order to suit the American 
palate. Thus, Chinese American chop suey 
emerged. 


Chinese Americans, then, not only 
invented these Americanized chop suey 
dishes, they also cooked up the legend 
of Li. Hongzhang chop suey to promote 
their business. What should be 
emphasized here is that this vividly 
illustrates Chinese American creativity 
and adaptability to the American 
environment. They borrowed the American 
businessman's advertising techniques and 
exploited Li's reputation. Considering 
that these Chinese still wore queues and 
basically followed old Chinese customs, 
even in America, their practice of 
attacking a VIP's name to a common dish 
seems ingenious and courageous. They 


were apparently so successful in selling 
chop suey to Americans, that a Chinese 
during 


anecdote tells of American GI'S 
World War II searching around chong 
the wartime capital of China, f0F 


qing, 
treal 
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San Francisco Chop Suey". 


Li Hongzhang didn't do much to 
rotect Chinese in the United States. 
Reportedly, he deliberately avoided 
visiting San Francisco because he was 
ashamed to meet countrymen who had 
petitioned him to protect them according 
to U.S.-China treaty agreements. (The 
government woefully ignored 


U.S. 

negotiated agreements to safeguard 

Chinese in America.) If he had _ known 
name would help develop the 


that his 
Chinese American restaurant business for 


decades to come, his feelings of guilt 
may have been slightly relieved. 


(Rengiu. Yu is an avid chop suey lover, 
the original authentic version. He is a 
Ph.D. Candidate in the History 
Department at New York University.) 


Note: This article was taken 


Editors’ 

from the newsletter, BU GAO BAN, a 
publication put out by the New York 
Chinatown History Project located on 70 


Mulberry Street in New York city 
(Chinatown). Immediately following this 
article were footnotes which we chose 
not. to include in Pine Valley 4 
Rengiu Yu has kindly given us permission 
to have this article published in Pine 
Valley. Renqgiu Yu 1S a teaching 
assistant for the NYU course: "The 
Revolutionary Process in China" being 
taken by the current editors and a_ few 


other Cooper Union students.) 


Clouds 


Sitting alone 

Emptiness of the ‘open hall 
Stained semiwhite walls 
Heel marks of frustration 


Music of the bleeding heart 
Sinking into the cold clammy flesh 
Thought provoking deep 

Always a little juice 


The sleaze of it all 
Accusations of the masses 
The fears of the effects 
Working to the game face 


The truth is real 
Fiction never so odd 
Gnawing at the skin 
The guesses were wrong 


Solitude setting in 
Uneasiness of the spirit 
Reactions too frightening 
Reminders in everything 


In Chicago we have heart 
Forget about the American bird 
Poy. Ss the rian -1dea 

Phil was wrong again 


Tomorrow the question 
The defense beaten 
Fifty feet all alone 
Where's 24 


Joa. Lee 





AL 
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Write something for Pine Valley??? 
Engineers aren't supposed to be 
"literately inclined", are they? 


Hmmm...what should I write?... 


My Year As CSA Sports Coordinator 
by Suzanne Chin 
(What a corny title!) 


The great accomplishments of my 
creative mind can also be seen by the 


unique and original names I chose for 


our intramural volleyball teams: CSA I 


and CSA II. Wow! (P.S. We are the only 


hatts that counts!) We made for some 


good volleyball this year: 


enthusiastic 
participation and friendly (>) 
competition. We also learned some 


Valuable lessons: Lp Bere hits, will 


forever remain on the injured list 


unless we put weights in his sneakers to 
keep him on the Ground and 2) never tell 


Peter Leung what the score is while he 


is serving. The number "14" slightly 


unnerves him. Our road trips to the 
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various tournaments that we competed in, 
taught us as well: 1) Polytechnic is 
right beside the airport, but you must 
read the signs through the rear view 


mirror to get there 2) we do not enjoy 


"marathon volleyball" (Talk... to,..-Pearl 


Chin and Akiko Matsuo) and 3) we need to 


find some girls who play volleyball or 


else the notion of "co-ed volleyball" 


will slowly become extinct. (That's 4 


hint girls.) Next year I hope we can 
make more road trips which are always 
(I think 


adventures to say the least. 
it is CSA tradition to get lost wherever 
we go.) Not only are they fun breaks 


but we get to see what 


at home! I 


from school, 


we're missing "dorming” 
believe our strategy next year will be 


to import some of those freshmen and 


transfer students who have been hiding 


ee rSiete’ trom sarod lee 


Convinced that winning a game might be 4 
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lot more fun than losing. 

Our bowling teams were lucky to 
catch my ‘creative mind’ in a_ storm: 
LIGHTNING STRIKES and LIGHTNING SPARES. 
(Isn't that cute?!) Anyway...bowling 
was lots of fun. Maybe it's because I 
bowl so well (I'm so modest). But a lot 
of credit must be given to my teammate 
Carey Ngai who carried (no pun intended) 
one of the highest averages in the 
league. And oh so many 200's. Next 
year, trophy - I promise. And of course, 
there was the other help of the team, 
Paul Cheng and Chin Wah Yung, who 
occasionally took the time to show up. 
(They had schoolwork to do. I think 
they've got their priorities mixed up.) 
Well we all have our ups and downs, and 
unfortunately we ended on the downside 
coming in fifth in the league, one place 
shy of a trophy. 


As for the other team (STRIKES), 
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who knows what happened? Got lost on 


the way to the bowling alley? We 
occasionally heard stories of 170's for 


Allan Lee, believe At 7or-not! Bac 2) 


guess they finally broke down and 


acknowledged the SPARES supremacy. I 


know Norman Ng - next year, right?! Next 


year! 


As the year comes to a close, I am 


glad to see that I am actually moving up 


in the ranks (more power!) I certainly 


hope that my successors, Ben Liu and 


Anthony Moy continue the good work, lest 


I should have to remind them that they 


are officers of the lower rank. My very 


best wishes to all our graduates of 1986 


and especially to Pearl Chin (who's 


going to captain the team?) and Sal Eng 


(who taught me how to really drive!) 
(P.S.- Thanx Ben (Lemmer) for YOUr 
Critique, too. I know how you like to 
see your name in print.) 
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The adventure continues... 


somewhere, over the rainbow, way up high 
There is a comet flying by. 


The comet hits a star, shiny but cold, 
The star falls on a homework and turns to 
gold! 


But then the comet’s tail swishes by, 
And flings the star back to the sky. 


However, in 75 years the story shall 
repeat, 

The homework and the star once again will 
meet ! 


Hardly a man 1S now alive, 
With an age of seventy-five. 
Only the rarest of mortal men, 
Will ever see that star again. 


Fortunately for me, I need not fear, 
My five stars are already here! 


The problem that must now be faced 

Is to save those stars from being 
erased, 

By cataclysmic star wars rays 

That rage about the world these days. 


The course is almost over, and I’ve got 
it made, 

In all likelihood, an "A" will be my 
grade! 


Don’t count your chickens, before they 


are hatched. 
Don’t look at your stars, less one may be 


scratched. 
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Only a man without a heart 
pg crack an unhatched Boe apart! 
Social eee and conscience Sere 
ures for the juniors ne 
year. a 


You can’t make an omlette without 


breaking eggs» 
You can’t climb high without straining 


your legs. 
ace aah No Gain", it is often said. 
o far my homework has left no one dead 


NY 
A bone nN 
ee. - 
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Nenad Milinkovic 


Author: 
Prof. Costello 


Co-Author = 


* 
ESC 162 - Control Systems» 3?° taught by 
professor R.G. Costello» is a highly 
stimulating engineering course where 
snteliectual pursuits are encouraged and 
creative insights are rewarded with gold 
Stars. The ultimate obtainment of 5 gold 
stars exempts the student from the final. 
The successive paragraphs above wer® 
alternately written by Nenad and Prof. 
eee le on weekly homewor k assignments 
oughout the semester, with the first 
one written by Nenad. 
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Editors' Note 


This magazine has been dedicated to 
Lawrence Hollander, Associate Dean of 
The Cooper Union, School of Engineering, 
who has been a special friend to _ the 
club throughout the years. We regret 
that he is leaving Cooper Union. His 
friendship and kindness will always be 
remembered by us and his presence will 
be missed by us all. 


The Chinese Student Association would 
like to thank Dean Chor Weng Tan, our 
advisor for his help and support in many 
of our actiivities. 





